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ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Rev. Tammy P. Harmer
Deacon Betsey Eley & Deacon Ken Weaver

REFORMATION SUNDAY ¢ OCTOBER 26, 2025

Reverent Reflection

Prelude

Welcome

Church Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P.

C.

P.

C.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4- one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and protecting us.
Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives us all
our sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 4 Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: A Mighty Fortress (#504)

Apostolic Greeting

P.

C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie p.147

P.

TN TN

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.



Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

NoNoN

Amen.

Canticle p. 149

P. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

C. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray:

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial,
defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Word

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that | made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand
to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, says the Lord.
33 But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: | will put my law
within them, and | will write it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. 3*No longer
shall they teach one another, or say to each other,“Know the Lord," for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, says the Lord; for | will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 46
Response: “The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.”

'God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the mountains shake in the
depths of the sea;

3though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High.
>God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day.

®The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away. R

’The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.



8 Come now, regard the works of the Lord, what desolations God has brought upon the earth;

?behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and
burns the shields with fire.

19“Be still, then, and know that | am God; | will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted in the earth.”
""The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. R

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28

" Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth
may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 2° For “no human being will be
justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21 But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the
prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction, 2 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; ?* they are now justified by his grace as
a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement
by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine
forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 2 it was to prove at the present time that he
himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

2’Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith.
28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation p. 151
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

Gospel: John 8:31-36
The holy gospel according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples;

32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” * They answered him, “We are descendants of
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. ** The slave does not
have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 3¢ So if the Son makes you free, you
will be free indeed.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Children’s Sermon
Anthem

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
Renewed in God'’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation.
A brief silence.

Free your church, O God, with grace, mercy, and love to be transformed by your word. Direct your church to
be united in word and deed so that all creation knows the uniting and transforming power of the gospel.

God of grace, receive our prayer

Renew creation, O God, so that all living creatures thrive together. Guide those who work to restore and
renew creation. Preserve and care for endangered species throughout the world.

God of grace, receive our prayer

Bring peace among the nations, O God, so violence and terror are not the norm on your earth. Inspire
leaders of communities to work for peace and justice. Unite our politicians with a common mission
and purpose.

God of grace, receive our prayer.

Heal all who suffer, O God, and bring them peace. Draw near to people who are incarcerated. Give hope to
people experiencing housing or employment insecurity, oppression, or discrimination. Heal those who are
ill (especially). Be our stronghold at all times.

God of grace, receive our prayer

Forgive us our sins, O God, and grant us your grace. Move us to understanding and reconciliation between
people of other faiths and other Christian traditions in our community. Mend hurt feelings and heal wounds
we have caused one another.

God of grace, receive our prayer

We pray for peace throughout the world: in our nation, Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Sudan, and all war-torn areas.
We pray for our military and their families.

God of grace, receive our prayer.

We give you thanks, O God, for the life and witness of all your saints (especially Philipp Nicolai, Johann
Heermann, and Paul Gerhardt). Give us hope in your son’s victory through the cross.

God of grace, receive our prayer
We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
Offering

Great Thanksgiving p. 152

P. The Lord be with you.

C. And also with you.

P. Lift up your hearts.

C. We lift them to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C. Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

Preface p.153

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.



Words of Institution
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. p. 153

Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Communion p. 154

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace, grant us peace.

Distribution of Holy Communion

Communion Hymns: When Peace Like A River (#785)
Blest Are They (#728)
Let Us Break Bread Together (#471)

Prayer after Communion

Blessing

Sending Hymn: Built On ARock (#652)
Dismissal

Postlude



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday 9:30am  Sunday Morning Worship Service
10:30am  Band Rehearsal
10:45am  Sunday School/CIA
11:15am  Youth Chime/Vocal Choir
11:30am  Bell Choir (every other Sunday)

Wednesday 7:00 pm  Band Rehearsal
Thursday 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Ongoing Shelf Stable Milk Collection
Diaper Collection for Baby Pantry, Holy Communion, Berlin
Ending Nowv. 1st Collection of Hygiene Items for First Night Kits
Sunday, October 26th 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm  St. John’s Annual Oktoberfest in the Ed Building
Tuesday, November 4th 7:00 pm  Bible Study in the Parish House
Saturday, November 8th 11:30am  Community Luncheon in the Ed. Building
Monday, November 10th 7:00 pm  Council Meeting in the Parish House

Please note: All activities, dates and times are subject to change.

PRAYER LIST

Please keep the following in your prayers for healing:
Jen Bailey Marie Lentine Douglas Eunice Knopp Bill Murray Janice Stronski
Phil Biemuller Tracey Drew Karl Knopp Renate Murray Bill Todt
Michael Botti Karen Campbell-Erickson  Naveen Kumar Erica Polito George Vaneman, Sr.
Brian Byrnes Indie Fisher Donna Leek Tracey Reagle George Van Wagner
Randy Cantoral Rhea Fryor Rebecca Livingston Samantha Reed Beverly Warming
Janet Cappuccio Bob Garner Tim McCarthy Kimberly Rickert Helen Yezusko
Sandra DeRitis Angela Guedes Donald McClure Ashley Rosser Bob Zielsdorf
Barbara Doelling Stan Harmer Joanne McVelli Dorcas Schellhas
Helen Dominic Valerie Hoffmann Melanie Miles Finn Schureman
Frank Donovan Ed Kagen Kent Montford Frank Siderio lll
Rosemarie Doucette Tracey Kelly Sue Murphy Eric Sprengel

Please notify the office if you want to add or remove a person from this list.

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATION

Altar Flowers are available for dedication for $30. Please fill out the envelope located in the pew rack at least one
week before you wish to dedicate the flowers. The card may be placed in the offering plate or left in the office.
Please be sure to note the date on the white board in the Narthex. Please see Pat Reed to make payment.

WORSHIP BULLETIN DEDICATION

The cost ($23) of the Weekly Worship Bulletin to fully cover the cost of paper and printing is donated by
Henry and Marie Fickenscher in memory of their loved ones.

This Worship Bulletin is printed on paper that is made with renewable resources
from third-party certified, sustainably managed forests.

Please place any Worship Bulletins to be discarded in the recycle bin in the narthex.
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We are accepting donations of

Shelf Stable Milk for Our Lady of Peace Food Bank. S e
Donations in the form of cash or check will also be welcome. e
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HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH OF BERLIN BABY PANTRY NEED

BABY DIAPERS M@m _— 9=t
(especially larger sizes) Pampers == Pamper

“w Pampers s
Collection will take place I Svacdies oo

in the Narthex.

(

r St. John's Social Ministry Initiative in Partnership with Jersey Cares )
JER

SEYRCARES)  will collect hygiene items for First Night Kit Program
* until November 1+,

Flyers in the Narthex for more details.

Tuesday, o
Novembe1¥ 4th B lb le
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COMMUNITY LUNCHEON

Saturday, November 8 ¢ 11:30 in the Ed. Building.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

church council| Monday, November 10t

ETI NG 7:00 pm in the Parish House

Please note: All activities, dates and times are subject to change.



504 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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A might - y for - tress is our God, a sword and shield vic -
No  strength of  ours can match his might! We would be lost, re -

Though hordes of  dev-ils fill  the land all threat-’ning to de -
God’s Word for - ev - er shall a - bide, no thanks to foes, who
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wins sal - va -tion glo - rious. The old sa - tan -ic foe
God him-self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not O - ver - pOWT  US. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons of the Spir - it Were they to  take our house,
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has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship EiN FESTE BURG
Music: Martin Luther, 14831546 878766667

“Text ¢ 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a - dored. He holds the field vic -to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for -ev -  er!
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“God’s Love Through Harvest Home”
to the tune of “Jesus Loves Me”

God loves me, this | know,

My family loves me as | grow.
My Church family loves me, too,
Love we share in all we do.

Yes, we show God’s love,
Yes, we show God’s love,
Yes, we show God’s love,
Through our harvest home.

God gives harvest, bread and rain,
Blessings grow in Jesus’ name.

We thank God for food and care,
Love to give, enough to share.

Yes, we show God’s love,
Yes, we show God’s love,
Yes, we show God’s love,
Through our harvest home.




TRUST, GuIDANCE When Peace like a River
785 It Is Well with My Soul
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1 When peace like a riv - er at - tend - eth my way, when
2 Though Sa - tan should buf - fet, though tri - als should come, let
3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glo - r1i-ous thought; my
4 Lord, has - ten the day when our faith shall be sight, the
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sor - rows like sea bil-lows roll, what-ev - er my lot, thou hast
this blest as - sur-ance con - trol, that Christ hath re - gard - ed my
sin, not in part, but the whole, is nailed to his cross and I
clouds be rolled back as a  scroll, the trum - pet shall sound and the
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taught me to say, it is  well, it is  well with my soul
help - less es - tate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul
bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de-scend; e - ven  so it is  well with my soul.
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It is  well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.
It is well with my soul,
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Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888 VILLE DU HAVRE
Music: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876 118 119 and refrain



Blest Are They

Leader or All
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1 Blest are they, the  poor in spir - it; theirs is  the
2 Blest are they, the low - ly ones;. . . they shall in -
3 Blest are they. .. .. who show mer - cy; mer - cy
4 Blest are they. .. .. who seek  peace; . . they are the
5 Blest are you who suf - fer hate, . . . all. .. Dbe -
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king-dom  of God. Blest are they,
her - it the earth. Blest are they who
shall be theirs. Blest are they, the
chil - dren  of God. Blest are  they who
cause . . . of me. Re - joice, be glad,
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full of  sor - row; they shall  be con - soled.
hun - ger and thirst; they shall have their fill.
pure of  heart; they. . . . .. shall see  God.
suf - fer in  faith; the glo-ry of God is theirs.
yours is the king-dom,; shine for all to see.
Refrain

All
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Re - joice and be glad!
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Bless - ed are you, ho - ly are you!
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Re - joice and  be glad!
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Yours is  the king-dom of God!

Text: David Haas, b. 1957 BLEST ARE THEY

Music: David Haas Irregular

Text and music € 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.




Let Us Break Bread Together
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let wus break bread to - geth-er on our knees
let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees
let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees
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When 1 fall on my knees, with my face to the ris - ing
‘J J), N Al
~— P ! ﬁ ; ; ; F 1 k
P v D ! { I ' | 1 H | !
0 | | |
Yy (D | i I I |
G s . = ——
ALV ’ . [#) Pay
J & 1—’ o
i r_f o
sun, O Lord, have mer-cy on me.
T~
l ’/j J J J ﬁ:;: & O
V2 2 e 4 8
i - 1) ]
7 VD ]V | ! I |4 | el

Text: African American spiritual
Music: African American spiritual

BREAK BREAD TOGETHER
10 10 and refrain
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Built on a Rock
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1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, e - ven when stee-ples are
2 Sure - ly, in  tem - ples made with hands God the Most High is not
3 Christ builds a house of liv - ing stones: we are his own hab - i -
4  Yet in this house, an earth - ly frame, Je-sus the chil-dren is
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fall - ing; crum-bled have spires in ev - 'ty land, bells still are
dwell - ing— high in the heav’ns his tem - ple stands, all earth-ly
ta - tion; he fills our hearts, his hum - ble thrones, grant-ing us
bless - ing; hith - er we come to praise his name, faith in our
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chim-ing and call - ing— call -ing the young and old to rest, call-ing the
tem-ples ex - cel - ling. Yet God who dwellsin heav’'n a - bove deigns to a -
life and sal - va - tion. Where two or three will seek his face, he in their
Sav - ior con-fess - ing. Je-sus to us his Spir - it sent, mak-ing with
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souls of those dis-tressed, long-ing for life ev -er - last - ing.
bide with us in love, mak - ing our bod-ies his tem - ple.
midst will show his grace, bless-ings up - on them be - stow - ing.
us his cov - e - nant, grant-ing his chil-dren the king - dom.
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Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt.
Music: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887

Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Forress 5 Through all the passing years, O Lord,
grant that, when church bells are ringing,
many may come to hear your Word,
who here this promise is bringing:

“I know my own, my own know me;
you, not the world, my face shall see;
my peace I leave with you. Amen.”



a2, ST.JOHN’S ANNUAL

TODAY
SUNDAY OCT 26TH

4:30 pm to 6:30 pm
RV ¥ in the Ed building

Seating is limited. Please reserve tickets in advance for dinner and takeout service.

CALL or TEXT Gail @609-313-0800.

Save Time... no need for checks or envelopes

ELCA-Endorsed Tithe.ly giving platform enables you to tithe online or using the app.

« From your checking account or using your debit/credit card

+ One-time donation or set up for recurring giving

« Designate specific ministry for your donation

+ Scan the QR code to get started

« For assistance or questions, contact Tom Schofield or Henry Fickenscher

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

1002 S. Main Street Williamstown, NJ 08094
Phone Number: 1-856-875-8742 . Email: stjohnslutheran1002@yahoo.com
Website: www.stjohnselc1002.org

ST. JOHN’S STAFF
Pastor: The Rev. Tammy Harmer Music Director: Janice Smith
Deacons: Betsey Eley/Ken Weaver Instrumental Music Director: Ken Weaver
Administrative Coordinator: Pat Reed Sexton: Betsey Eley
Treasurer: Henry Fickenscher Webmaster: Tom Schofield

Head Usher: Ted Adams Publications Director: Marie Fickenscher




