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ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Rev. Tammy P. Harmer 

Deacon Betsey Eley & Deacon Ken Weaver 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT   •   MARCH 22, 2026 

Reverent Reflection 

Prelude  

Welcome 

Church Announcements  

Confession and Forgiveness 
P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ✛ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
C. Amen. 

P. O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and protecting us. 
Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C. Amen. 

P. Most merciful God,   

C. we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

P. In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives us all 
our sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the ✛ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Amen. 

Gathering Hymn:  Precious Lord Take My Hand    (#773) 

Apostolic Greeting 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 

Kyrie     p. 147 
P. In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P. For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
P. For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 



P. For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
P. Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C. Amen. 

Canticle     p. 148  
P. Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
C. Lord God, heavenly King, God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray: 
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your 
Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

Word 
First Reading:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the 
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and 
they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he 
said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the 
Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will 
cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall 
know that I am the Lord.” 
7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the 
bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 
them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 
breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 
into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and 
our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am 
going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land 
of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O 
my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 130 
Response:  “I wait for you, O Lord; in your word is my hope.” 
1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; 
2 O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
3 If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
4 Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.    R 
5 I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 
6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, more than those who 
keep watch for the morning. 
7 O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love; with the Lord there is plenteous 
redemption. 
8 For the Lord shall redeem Israel from all their sins.    R 

Second Reading:   Romans 8:6-11 
6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the 
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not 
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of 
sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit that dwells in you. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation   p. 151   (Lent) 
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,  
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

Gospel:  John 11:1-45 
The holy gospel according to St. John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one 
who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the 
sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness 
does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”  
5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, 
he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews 
were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 
hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world.  
10 But those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he 
has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought 
that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad 
I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 



about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I 
know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 
Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is here 
and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet 
come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the 
house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she 
was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet 
and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping 
and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, 
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, 
“See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have 
kept this man from dying?” 
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus 
said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see 
the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for 
having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a 
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in him. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Children’s Sermon 

Anthem 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its needs. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. Breathe into us so that we may 
share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 



We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of those who restore homes 
and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where biodiversity thrives (local places in nature may 
be named).  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice, free all who live in places of 
war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers to safety.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down so many. Console any who 
weep and heal all who are sick (especially). 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be baptized (especially). Deepen 
our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

We pray for peace throughout the world: in our nation, Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Sudan, and all war-torn areas. 
We pray for our military and their families.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

We offer our thanksgiving for (Jonathan Edwards and ) all people who have died in faith. Give us faith to 
trust in your power to redeem and save, and bring us up from our graves to life in you.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.   Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace  

Offering 

Great Thanksgiving     p. 152  
P.  The Lord be with you.  
C.   And also with you.  
P.  Lift up your hearts.  
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface     p. 153 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.      p. 153 



Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Communion     p. 154 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace, grant us peace. 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

Communion Hymns:   Blessed Assurance   (#638) 
Shepherd Me O God   (#780) 
Let Us Break Bread Together   (#471) 

Prayer after Communion 

Blessing 

Sending Hymn:   Oh, For A Thousand Tongues To Sing   (#886) 

Dismissal 

Postlude

SAVE TIME . . . no need for checks or envelopes 

ELCA-Endorsed Tithe.ly giving platform enables you to tithe online or using the app. 
•  From your checking account or using your debit/credit card 
•  One–time donation or set up for recurring giving 
•  Designate specific ministry for your donation 
•  Scan the QR code to get started 
•  For assistance or questions, contact Tom Schofield or Henry Fickenscher 



WORSHIP BULLETIN DEDICATION 
The cost ($23) of the Weekly Worship Bulletin to fully cover the cost of paper and printing is donated by 

Henry and Marie Fickenscher in memory of their loved  ones. 
This Worship Bulletin is printed on paper that is made with renewable resources  

from third-party certified, sustainably managed forests. 
Please place any Worship Bulletins to be discarded in the  recycle bin in the narthex.

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATION 
Altar Flowers are available for dedication for $30. Please fill out the envelope located in the pew rack at least one week 
before you wish to dedicate the flowers. The card may be placed in the offering plate or left in the office.  Please be 
sure to note the date on the white board in the Narthex. Please leave payment in the Church Office. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Sunday                                     9:30 am    Sunday Morning Worship Service    
                                                  10:30 am    Band Rehearsal 
                                                  10:45 am   Sunday School/CIA 
                                                  11:15 am    Youth Chime/Vocal Choir 
                                                  11:30 am    Bell Choir (every other Sunday) 
Wednesday                             7:00 pm    Band Rehearsal 
Thursday                                  7:00 pm    Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Ongoing                                                      Lenten Giving — Shelf Stable Milk Collection 
                                                                       Diaper Collection for Pantry, Holy Communion, Berlin 
Wednesday, March 25th     6:00 pm    Lenten Soup Supper in the Ed. Building 
Saturday, March 28th         10:00 am    Easter Bunny Races in the Ed. Building 

Thursday, April 2nd              7:00 pm    Maundy Thursday Communion Service 
Friday, April 3rd                   11:30 am    Good Friday Unity Service and Procession First United Methodist 
Friday, April 3rd                      7:00 pm    Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
Sunday, April 5th                   6:30 am    Easter Sunrise Worship Service at New Brooklyn United Methodist 
Sunday, April 5th                   9:30 am    Easter Worship Service 
Tuesday, April 7th                 7:00 pm    Bible Study in the Parish House 
Saturday, April 11th           11:30 am    Community Luncheon in the Ed. Building 
Wednesday, April 15th        7:00 pm    Grief Gathering in the Parish House Tea Room 
Sunday, April 19th                2:00 pm    Faith250 Workshop 

Please note:  All activities, dates and times are subject to change.

PRAYER LIST 
Please keep the following in your prayers for healing: 

Please notify the office if you want to add or remove a person from this list. 

Jen Bailey 
Krystal Booras 
Michael Botti 
Brian Byrnes 
Meadow Cantoral 
Randy Cantoral 
Janet Cappuccio 
Joe Condoli 
Sandra DeRitis 
Helen Dominic 
Frank Donovan 
Marie Lentine Douglas 

Tracey Drew 
Indie Fisher 
Stephanie Friant 
Rhea Fryor 
Ashley Fuhrman 
Bob Garner 
Angela Guedes 
Stan Harmer 
Michelle Walk Hewitt 
Valerie Hoffmann 
Makenzie Jack 
Quincy Jones 

Ed Kagen 
Tracey Kelly 
Carl Knopp 
Eunice Knopp 
Donna Leek 
Bob Lindamood 
Tim McCarthy 
Joanne McVelli 
Melanie Miles 
Kent Montford 
Sue Murphy 
Bill Murray 

Renate Murray 
Erica Polito 
Samantha Reed 
Kimberly Rickert 
Ashley Rosser 
Dorcas Schellhas 
Jean Schlotz 
Finn Schureman 
Gladys Sheppard 
Frank Siderio III 
Eric Sprengel 
Bill Steel 

Carol Taylor 
Henry Tesone 
Bill Todt 
George Vaneman, Sr. 
George Van Wagner 
Beverly Warming 
Mary White 
Helen Yezusko 
Bob Zielsdorf



Wednesday MARCH 25 th 

6:00 pm in the Ed. Building 

Bring your favorite soup, side or dessert  
to share and participate in the Lenten Study.

COMMUNITY LUNCHEON  
Saturday, April 11th  
11:30 in the Ed. Building 
All are welcome!

BIBLE STUDY! 

Tuesday, April 7th  
at 7:00 pm in  
the Parish House 

Please join us!

Easter Bunny Eggstravaganza 
   Saturday, March 28th    •   10 am to noon   

Cost:  Freewill Donation 
• Photos with the Easter Bunny (Sensory-friendly picture area) 
• Bunny Races (Choose a bunny to win the race) 
• Crafts for the Kids 
• Basket Raffle 

              Fun for all ages!   Refreshments!   Crafts!   Prizes!   Games! 
St. John’s Lutheran Church Ed. Building  •  1002 S. Main St., Williamstown, NJ 

   LENTEN GIVING FOR 2026 
   Shelf Stable Milk for  

   Our Lady of  Peace Food Bank. 
   Milk Carton Banks are in the Narthex. 

GRIEF GATHERING 
Wednesday, April 15th    

7:00 pm in the Parish House Tea Room 

All Are Welcome!















St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Maundy Thursday Worship Service  

April 2nd at 7:00 pm

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Easter Sunday Worship Service 

April 5th at 9:30 am

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Good Friday 

 
✛

 
April 3rd  

Tenebrae Service at 7:00 pm

He Is Risen!

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF WILLIAMSTOWN 
159 S. Main St. Williamstown, NJ 

Good Friday Unity Worship Service  
April 3rd  •  Noon to 3:00 pm  

Good Friday Procession from St. John’s Lutheran Church  
to First United Methodist Church at 11:30 am

EEaster Sun nrise Ser rvice 
April 5, 2026  ✛  6:30 am 

New Brooklyn United Methodist Church 
1336 E. Malaga Rd. Williamstown, NJ

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1002 S. Main Street Williamstown, NJ 08094 

Pastor:  The Rev. Tammy Harmer 
Phone Number:  1-856-875-8742     •     Email:  stjohnslutheran1002@yahoo.com 

Website:  www.stjohnselc1002.org





 

 

Easter Flowers 
Order Form 

 

                                                        “To the Glory of God In Loving Memory of . . .”   
                                          or 
                                               “To the Glory of God In Honor of . . .” 
 

Please specify  and the number of plants you want beside the 
appropriate dedication and print the names below 

 
 
 

 
Dedicated by 

 

 

 

 

Price of Easter Flowers — $11.00 

Please specify:             Daffodils                  Tulips 

Dedications will be printed in the Worship Bulletin 
distributed on Easter Sunday. 

Orders must be in by March 29th,  2026  


