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ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Rev. Tammy P. Harmer
Deacon Betsey Eley & Deacon Ken Weaver

8TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST « JuLy 19, 2026

Reverent Reflection

Prelude

Welcome

Church Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P.

C.

P.

C.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4- one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and protecting us.
Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives us all
our sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 4- Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: Praise And Thanksgiving (#689)

Apostolic Greeting

P.

C.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie p. 147

P.

C
P.
C

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



P. For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

No®MNm AN

Amen.

Canticle p.149

P. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

C. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray:
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture

us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Word

First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8

®Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: | am the first, and | am the last;
besides me there is no god.

"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of
old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be.

8 Do not fear or be afraid; have | not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god
besides me? There is no other rock; | know not one.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 86:11-17
Response: “Teach me your way, O Lord, and | will walk in your truth.”

""Teach me your way, O Lord, and | will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
2] will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and glorify your name forevermore. R

13 For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the pit of death.

“The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life; they have not set
you before their eyes.

15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.



'®Turn to me and have mercy on me; give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your
handmaid.

7Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame; because you, Lord,
have helped me and comforted me. R

Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh '*for if you
live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will
live. ' For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. ™ For you did not receive a spirit of slavery
to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” '®it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, '” and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and
joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

18] consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be
revealed to us. ' For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, ?° for the
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope
Zthat the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the
glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers
together the pains of labor, 2 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 2* For in hope we were
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 2> But if we hope for
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation p. 151
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

2 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone
who sowed good seed in his field, % but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat and then went away. % So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds
appeared as well. ¥ And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good
seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’' % He answered, ‘An enemy has done this! The
slaves said to him, Then do you want us to go and gather them?'? But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the
weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. *° Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and
at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather
the wheat into my barn.”

%Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us
the parable of the weeds of the field.”*” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man;
Bthe field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the
evil one, ** and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are
angels. % Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. *' The Son
of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, **and
they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. #*Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon
Children’s Sermon
Anthem

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the bodly,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in God'’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the wheat. Where we trade grace
for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost among the complexities of life, guide us.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans, microscopic plants and
animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s dedication to hope for what we do not yet see.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in righteousness. Renew the hearts
of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely toward the flourishing of all.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted by war, eviction, global
climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness to their character, or illness or injury. (We pray
especially for .. .)

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers, daycare professionals, librarians,
summer school educators and coaches, teachers preparing for the coming academic year, and youth
becoming first-time babysitters.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

We pray for peace throughout the world: in our nation, Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Lebanon, Sudan, and all war-
torn areas. We pray for our military and their families.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and places. We give you thanks
for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun in your presence.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through
the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.



Sharing of the Peace
Offering

Great Thanksgiving p. 152

P. The Lord be with you.

C. And also with you.

P. Lift up your hearts.

C. We lift them to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C. Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

Preface p.153

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. p. 153

Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Communion p. 154

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace, grant us peace.

Distribution of Holy Communion

Communion Hymns: Just A Closer Walk (#697)
Blessed Are They (#728)
Let Us Break Bread Together (#471)

Prayer after Communion

Blessing

Sending Hymn: For The Fruit Of All Creation (#679)
Dismissal

Postlude



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday 10:00 am

After Worship Service

11:30 am

Wednesday 7:00 pm
Ongoing

Saturday, August 8th 11:30 am

Monday, August 10th 7:00 pm

Tuesday, August 11th 7:00 pm

Wednesday, August 19th 7:00 pm

Sunday, September 13th 12:00 pm

Sunday Morning Worship Service (Summer)

Summer Sundays (casual youth activities) thru Sept. 13th)
Band Rehearsal

Band Rehearsal

Shelf Stable Milk Collection

Diaper Collection for Pantry, Holy Communion, Berlin
Community Luncheon in the Ed. Building

Council Meeting in the Parish House

Bible Study in the Parish House

Grief Gathering in the Parish House Tea Room

Visit to Edelman Planetarium at Rowan University

Please note: All activities, dates and times are subject to change.

PRAYER LIST

Please keep the following in your prayers for healing:
Jen Bailey Marie Lentine Douglas ~ Quincy Jones Bill Murray Eric Sprengel
Krystal Booras Tracey Drew Ed Kagen Renate Murray Bill Steel
Michael Botti Indie Fisher Tracey Kelly Erica Polito Carol Taylor
Brian Byrnes Stephanie Friant Carl Knopp Samantha Reed Henry Tesone
Meadow Cantoral Rhea Fryor Deb Kuhn Kimberly Rickert Bill Todt
Randy Cantoral Ashley Fuhrman Donna Leek Ashley Rosser George Vaneman, Sr.
Debbie Capasso Bob Garner Doug Levandowski Dorcas Schellhas George Van Wagner
Janet Cappuccio Angela Guedes Tim McCarthy Jean Schlotz Beverly Warming
Joe Condoli Stan Harmer Joanne McVelli Finn Schureman Mary White
Sandra DeRitis Michelle Walk Hewitt Melanie Miles Gladys Sheppard Helen Yezusko
Helen Dominic Valerie Hoffmann Kent Montford Meilani Showell Bob Zielsdorf
Frank Donovan Makenzie Jack Sue Murphy Frank Siderio lll

Please notify the office if you want to add or remove a person from this list.

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATION

Altar Flowers are available for dedication for $30. Please fill out the envelope located in the pew rack at least one week
before you wish to dedicate the flowers. The card may be placed in the offering plate or left in the office. Please be
sure to note the date on the white board in the Narthex. Please leave payment in the Church Office.

WORSHIP BULLETIN DEDICATION

Dedicated by Henry and Marie Fickenscher in memory of and in honor of their loved ones,

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
1002 S. Main Street Williamstown, NJ 08094
Pastor: The Rev. Tammy Harmer

Phone Number: 1-856-875-8742 -

Email: stjohnslutheran1002@yahoo.com

Website: www.stjohnselc1002.org

Deacons: Betsey Eley/Ken Weaver
Treasurer: Henry Fickenscher

Music Director/Choirmaster: Janice Smith
Instrumental Music Director: Ken Weaver

ST.JOHN'’S STAFF

Head Usher: Ted Adams

Sexton: Betsey Eley

Webmaster: Tom Schofield

Publications Director: Marie Fickenscher




Everg Sunday from May 17*" to September 13t A
" after the Worship Service in the Ed. Building.

Bible verse theme every Sunday with
crafts and outdoor games.

Please come and join the fun!

J

\

THE Saturday, August 8"
COMMUNITY "2 =
\ LUNCHEON A"

Monday, August 10

7:00 pm in the Parish House

Tuesday, August 11"
Zpm in the
Parish House

GRIEF GATHERING
Wednesday, August 19t

7:00 pm in the Parish House Tea Room

Ph:)to courtesy of Rowan University On sunda)" sept° 13 @ 12 pm Ede'“‘a_n
b _ St. John’s Church will visit the Planetarium

at Rowan University

Worlds Beyond Earth (grade 6 to adult)

Cost: $10 per person

Sign up by August |6 (registration sheet in the narthex)
Pay by August 30 (see Andrea)

S R CR L AL 0 created the heavens and the earth.” — Genesis |:1 /




Praise and Thanksgiving
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1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s
4 Then will your bless-ing reach ev - 'ty peo - ple, free -ly con-
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liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of  the
neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow-ing or till - ing, we would work
guid - ing teach us to  share one with an - oth - er, so that, re -
fess - ing your gra-cious hand. Where you are reign - ing, no one will
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or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly  bread.
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt. BUNESSAN
Music: Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version 55540

Text © Oxford University Press
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
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Just a Closer Walk with Thee
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clos - er walk with thee,

am weak but thou art strong:
2 Through this world of toil
3
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M
grant it,

and snares, if |
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Je - sus, is my plea;
Je - sus, keep me from all wrong;
fal - ter, Lord, who cares?

When my fee-ble life is oer, time for me will be no more;
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dai - ly walk-ing close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let it be.
I'll  be sat-is-fied as long as 1 walk, let me walk close to thee. Ref
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Who with me my bur-den shares? None but thee,
guide me gent-ly, safe-ly o’er

dear Lord, none but thee. Ref.
to thy king - dom shore, to thy shore. Ref.
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Text: North American traditional
Music: North American traditional

CLOSER WALK
Irregular



Blest Are They

N u Leader or All
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1 Blest are they, the  poor in spir - it; theirs is  the
2 Blest are they, the low - ly ones;. . . they shall in -
3 Blest are they. .. .. who show mer - cy; mer - cy
4 Blest are they. .. .. who seek  peace; . . they are the
5 Blest are you who suf - fer hate, . . . all. .. Dbe -
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king-dom  of God. Blest are they,
her - it the earth. Blest are they who
shall . .. be theirs. Blest are they, the
chil - dren  of God. Blest are  they who
cause . . . of me. Re - joice, be glad,
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full of  sor - row; they shall  be con - soled.
hun - ger and thirst; they shall have their fill.
pure of  heart; they. . . . .. shall see  God.
suf - fer in  faith; the glo-ry of God is theirs.
yours is the king-dom; shine for  all to see.
Refrain

N u All
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Re - joice and  be glad!
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Bless - ed are you, ho - ly are you!
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Re - joice and  be glad!
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Yours is  the king-dom of God!

Text: David Haas, b. 1957 BLEST ARE THEY

Music: David Haas Irregular

Text and music € 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.




Let Us Break Bread Together
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let wus break bread to - geth-er on our knees
let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees
let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: African American spiritual

BREAK BREAD TOGETHER
10 10 and refrain



For the Fruit of All Creation

For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing,
In our world-wide task of car - ing
For the won - ders that as-tound us,

for the
for the truths that

hun - gry
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1 For the fruit of  all cre - a - tion, thanks be God.
2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it, thanks be to God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’ry mna - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s will is  done.
For the good we all in - her - it,  thanks be to  God.
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si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
and de - spair-ing,
still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in  the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.
most of all, that love  has found us, thanks be to  God.
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ARHYD Y NOS

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958

Text € 1970 Hope Publishing Company
Arr. © Oxford University Press
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