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ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Rev. Tammy P. Harmer 

Deacon Betsey Eley & Deacon Ken Weaver 
12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   •   AUGUST 16, 2026 

Reverent Reflection 

Prelude  

Welcome 

Church Announcements  

Confession and Forgiveness 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ✛ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
C. Amen. 

P. O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and protecting us. 
Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C. Amen. 

P. Most merciful God,   

C. we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

P. In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives us all 
our sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the ✛ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Amen. 

Gathering Hymn:   All Are Welcome   (#641) 

Apostolic Greeting 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 

Kyrie     p. 147 
P. In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P. For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 



P. For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

C. Lord, have mercy. 
P. For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
P. Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C. Amen. 

Canticle     p. 149  
P. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
C. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.  

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray: 
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son 
to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 

Word 
First Reading:  Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
1 Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come and my 
deliverance be revealed. 
6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to 
be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it and hold fast my covenant— 
7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings 
and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 
8 Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel: I will gather others to them besides those 
already gathered. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 67 
Response:   “Let all the peoples praise you, O God.” 
1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
2 Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations. 
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations 
on earth.    R 



5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
6  The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us. 
7 May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.    R 

Second Reading:  Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant 
of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to God but have 
now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also they have now been disobedient in order that, 
by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience 
so that he may be merciful to all. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation   p. 151 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Gospel:  Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[10 Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it is not what goes into the mouth 
that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the disciples approached and 
said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?”  
13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they 
are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to 
him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that 
whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the 
mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, 
adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with 
unwashed hands does not defile.”] 
21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from 
that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented 
by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, 
for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But 
she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food 
and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ 
table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her 
daughter was healed from that moment. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Children’s Sermon 

Anthem



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in faith and harmony in 
the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the beloved community of your heavenly kingdom.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise stewards to defend 
the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard endangered species and their habitats 
(especially).  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and ensure care for the 
most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and communities, that they lead and 
serve justly.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort, community, and 
hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind (especially).  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may recognize the presence 
of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen it in unwavering faith.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

We pray for peace throughout the world: in our nation, Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Lebanon, Sudan, and all war-
torn areas. We pray for our military and their families.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues to direct your church. May 
their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or death.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace  

Offering



Great Thanksgiving     p. 152  
P.  The Lord be with you.  
C.   And also with you.  
P.  Lift up your hearts.  
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface     p. 153 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.      p. 153 

Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Communion     p. 154 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace, grant us peace. 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

Communion Hymns:   Precious Lord, Take My Hand  (#773) 
Rock of Ages   (#623) 
Let Us Break Bread Together   (#471) 

Prayer after Communion 

Blessing 

Sending Hymn:   Lord Of All Hopefulness  (#765) 

Dismissal 

Postlude



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday                                           10:00 am   Sunday Morning Worship Service (Summer) 
                                  After Worship Service   Coffee Hour continues through the summer 
                                  After Worship Service   Summer Sundays  (casual youth activities) thru Sept. 6th 
                                                          11:30 am   Band Rehearsal   
Wednesday                                      7:00 pm   Band Rehearsal 

Ongoing                                                              Shelf Stable Milk Collection 
                                                                               Diaper Collection for Pantry, Holy Communion, Berlin 

Wednesday, August 19th            7:00 pm   Grief Gathering in the Parish House Tea Room 

Tuesday, September 1st                        7:00 pm     Bible Study in the Parish House 
Thursday, September 10th                  7:00 pm     Choir rehearsal resumes 
Friday, September 11th                        6:00 pm     Putting with the Pastor at Big Swing (rain date 9/25)  
Saturday, September 12th                11:30 am     Community Luncheon in the Ed. Building 
Sunday, September 13th                  9:30 am     Regular Sunday Worship Service begins 
Sunday, September 13th                    10:45 am     Sunday School  Rally Day 
Sunday, September 13th                   12:00 pm     Visit to Edelman Planetarium at Rowan University 
Monday, September 14th                    7:00 pm     Council Meeting in the Parish House 
Wednesday, September 16th              7:00 pm     Grief Gathering in the Parish House Tea Room 
Saturday, September 19th                   1:00 pm     St. John’s 25th Annual Golf Outing 
Sunday, September 20th           After Worship     God’s Work, Our Hands  

Please note:  All activities, dates and times are subject to change. 

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATION 
Altar Flowers are available for dedication for $30. Please fill out the envelope located in the pew rack at least one week 
before you wish to dedicate the flowers. The card may be placed in the offering plate or left in the office.  Please be 
sure to note the date on the white board in the Narthex. Please leave payment in the Church Office. 

PRAYER LIST 
Please keep the following in your prayers for healing: 

Please notify the office if you want to add or remove a person from this list. 

Jen Bailey 
Krystal Booras 
Michael Botti 
Brian Byrnes 
Meadow Cantoral 
Randy Cantoral 
Debbie Capasso 
Janet Cappuccio 
Joe Condoli 
Sandra DeRitis 
Helen Dominic 

Frank Donovan 
Marie Lentine Douglas 
Tracey Drew 
Indie Fisher 
Stephanie Friant 
Rhea Fryor 
Ashley Fuhrman 
Angela Guedes 
Stan Harmer 
Michelle Walk Hewitt 
Valerie Hoffmann 

Makenzie Jack 
Quincy Jones 
Ed Kagen 
Tracey Kelly 
Carl Knopp 
Deb Kuhn 
Donna Leek 
Doug Levandowski 
Tim McCarthy 
Joanne McVelli 
Melanie Miles 

Sue Murphy 
Bill Murray 
Renate Murray 
Erica Polito 
Samantha Reed 
Kimberly Rickert 
Ashley Rosser 
Dorcas Schellhas 
Jean Schlotz 
Finn Schureman 
Gladys Sheppard 

Meilani Showell 
Frank Siderio III 
Bill Steel 
Carol Taylor 
Henry Tesone 
Bill Todt 
George Vaneman, Sr. 
George Van Wagner 
Beverly Warming 
Mary White 
Bob Zielsdorf

WORSHIP BULLETIN DEDICATION 
Dedicated by Henry and Marie Fickenscher in memory of and in honor of their loved ones,



GRIEF GATHERING 
Wednesday, August 19th    

7:00 pm in the Parish House Tea Room 
All Are Welcome!

  Activities every  

  Sunday with crafts  

  and outdoor games.  

Please come and join the fun!

Every Sunday now  

through September 6th 

after the Worship Service  

in the Ed. Building.

"In the beginning God  created the heavens and the earth." — Genesis 1:1

Worlds Beyond Earth (grade 6 to adult) 
Cost: $10 per person 
Sign up by August 16 (registration sheet in the narthex) 
Pay by August 30 (see Andrea) 

  On Sunday, Sept. 13 @ 12 pm 
  St. John’s Church will visit the

Photo courtesy of Rowan University

CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Resumes on Thursday 

September 10th at 7:00 pm! 
All are welcome to join!

 
Tuesday, September 1st 

at 7:00 pm  
in the Parish House 

Please join us! STUDY

PUTTING WITH THE PASTOR 
at Big Swing in Washington Township 
September 11th  •  6 PM  (rain date 9/25)













ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1002 S. Main Street Williamstown, NJ 08094 

Pastor:  The Rev. Tammy Harmer 
Phone Number:  1-856-875-8742     •     Email:  stjohnslutheran1002@yahoo.com 

Website:  www.stjohnselc1002.org 

ST. JOHN’S STAFF
Deacons:   Betsey Eley/Ken Weaver 
Treasurer:   Henry Fickenscher 
Music Director/Choirmaster:   Janice Smith 
Instrumental Music Director:   Ken Weaver

Head Usher:   Ted Adams 
Sexton:   Betsey Eley 
Webmaster:   Tom Schofield 
Publications Director:   Marie Fickenscher

SAVE TIME . . . no need for checks or envelopes 

ELCA-Endorsed Tithe.ly giving platform enables you to tithe online or using the app. 
•  From your checking account or using your debit/credit card 
•  One–time donation or set up for recurring giving 
•  Designate specific ministry for your donation 
•  Scan the QR code to get started 
•  For assistance or questions, contact Tom Schofield or Henry Fickenscher 

  GOOD NEWS!  
COFFEE HOUR will continue through the summer! 

Join us for food, beverages and fellowship  
every Sunday after the Worship Service!


