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ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Rev. Tammy P. Harmer 

Deacon Betsey Eley & Deacon Ken Weaver 
14TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   •   AUGUST 30, 2026 

Reverent Reflection 

Prelude  

Welcome 

Church Announcements  

Confession and Forgiveness 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ✛ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
C. Amen. 

P. O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and protecting us. 
Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C. Amen. 

P. Most merciful God,   

C. we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

P. In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives us all 
our sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the ✛ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Amen. 

Gathering Hymn:   O Master Let Me Walk With You   (#818) 

Apostolic Greeting 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 

Kyrie     p. 147 
P. In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P. For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 



P. For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

C. Lord, have mercy. 
P. For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
P. Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C. Amen. 

Canticle     p. 149  
P. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
C. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.  

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray: 
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his 
example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 

Word 
First Reading:  Jeremiah 15:15-21 
15 O Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. In 
your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult. 
16 Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, 
for I am called by your name, O Lord, God of hosts. 
17 I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for 
you had filled me with indignation. 
18 Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful 
brook, like waters that fail. 
19 Therefore thus says the Lord: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before me. If you 
utter what is precious and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, 
not you who will turn to them. 
20 And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not 
prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, 21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the 
wicked and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 26:1-8 
Response:   “Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. ” 



1 Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity; I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 
2 Test me, O Lord, and try me; examine my heart and my mind. 
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. 
4 I have not sat with the worthless, nor do I consort with the deceitful.    R 
5 I have hated the company of evildoers; I will not sit down with the wicked. 
6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, that I may go in procession round your altar, 
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
8 Lord, I love the house in which you dwell and the place where your glory abides.    R 

Second Reading: Romans 12:9-21 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual affection; 
outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in 
hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality 
to strangers. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with 
those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do 
not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in 
the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the 
Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for 
by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation   p. 151 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Gospel:  Matthew 16:21-28 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples 
that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, 
Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will 
they give in return for their life? 
27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone 
for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they 
see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 



Children’s Sermon 

Anthem 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the love of Christ. When threats or 
challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross and follow you in faith. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth may thrive. Bring relief to areas 
ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and other disasters (especially).  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one another. Bless the work of 
international and diplomatic organizations and all who work to bring peace to a world scarred by violence.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have safe access to food, water, shelter, 
and medical care. Bring healing to all who bear wounds in body, mind, and spirit (especially).  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in faith and united in purpose. 
Guide our committees, study groups, and other meetings toward honesty and humility, always seeking 
genuine love.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

We pray for peace throughout the world: in our nation, Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Lebanon, Sudan, and all war-
torn areas. We pray for our military and their families.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and guide the church. Renew our hope 
in your promises in this life and the life to come.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace  

Offering



Great Thanksgiving     p. 152  
P.  The Lord be with you.  
C.   And also with you.  
P.  Lift up your hearts.  
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface     p. 153 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.      p. 153 

Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Communion     p. 154 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace, grant us peace. 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

Communion Hymns:   Precious Lord, Take My Hand  (#773) 
Rock of Ages   (#623) 
Let Us Break Bread Together   (#471) 

Prayer after Communion 

Blessing 

Sending Hymn:   Rise Up O Saints Of God  (#671) 

Dismissal 

Postlude



ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATION 
Altar Flowers are available for dedication for $30. Please fill out the envelope located in the pew rack at least one week 
before you wish to dedicate the flowers. The card may be placed in the offering plate or left in the office.  Please be 
sure to note the date on the white board in the Narthex. Please leave payment in the Church Office. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday                                                  10:00 am   Sunday Morning Worship Service (Summer) 
                                         After Worship Service   Coffee Hour continues through the summer 
                                         After Worship Service   Summer Sundays  (casual youth activities) thru Sept. 6th 
                                                                 11:30 am   Band Rehearsal   
Wednesday                                             7:00 pm   Band Rehearsal 

Ongoing                                                                     Shelf Stable Milk Collection 
                                                                                      Diaper Collection for Pantry, Holy Communion, Berlin 

Tuesday, September 1st                    7:00 pm     Bible Study in the Parish House 
Thursday, September 10th              7:00 pm     Choir rehearsal resumes 
Friday, September 11th                    6:00 pm     Putting with the Pastor at Big Swing (rain date 9/25)  
Saturday, September 12th             11:30 am     Community Luncheon in the Ed. Building 
Sunday, September 13th              9:30 am     Regular Sunday Worship Service begins 
Sunday, September 13th                10:45 am     Sunday School  Rally Day 
Sunday, September 13th               12:00 pm     Visit to Edelman Planetarium at Rowan University 
Monday, September 14th                7:00 pm     Council Meeting in the Parish House 
Wednesday, September 16th          7:00 pm     Grief Gathering in the Parish House Tea Room 
Saturday, September 19th               1:00 pm     St. John’s 25th Annual Golf Outing 
Sunday, September 20th       After Worship     God’s Work, Our Hands  

Please note:  All activities, dates and times are subject to change.

PRAYER LIST 
Please keep the following in your prayers for healing: 

Please notify the office if you want to add or remove a person from this list. 

Jen Bailey 
Krystal Booras 
Michael Botti 
Brian Byrnes 
Meadow Cantoral 
Randy Cantoral 
Debbie Capasso 
Janet Cappuccio 
Joe Condoli 
Sandra DeRitis 
Helen Dominic 

Frank Donovan 
Marie Lentine Douglas 
Tracey Drew 
Indie Fisher 
Stephanie Friant 
Rhea Fryor 
Ashley Fuhrman 
Angela Guedes 
Stan Harmer 
Michelle Walk Hewitt 
Valerie Hoffmann 

Makenzie Jack 
Quincy Jones 
Ed Kagen 
Tracey Kelly 
Carl Knopp 
Deb Kuhn 
Donna Leek 
Doug Levandowski 
Tim McCarthy 
Joanne McVelli 
Melanie Miles 

Sue Murphy 
Bill Murray 
Renate Murray 
Erica Polito 
Samantha Reed 
Kimberly Rickert 
Ashley Rosser 
Dorcas Schellhas 
Jean Schlotz 
Finn Schureman 
Gladys Sheppard 

Meilani Showell 
Frank Siderio III 
Bill Steel 
Carol Taylor 
Henry Tesone 
Bill Todt 
George Vaneman, Sr. 
George Van Wagner 
Beverly Warming 
Mary White 
Bob Zielsdorf

GOOD NEWS!  
COFFEE HOUR  

Sunday after the Worship Service  
(unless otherwise announced) 

Join us for food, beverages and fellowship!



"In the beginning God  created the heavens and the earth." — Genesis 1:1

Worlds Beyond Earth (grade 6 to adult) 
Cost: $10 per person 
Sign up by August 16 (registration sheet in the narthex) 
Pay by August 30 (see Andrea) 

  On Sunday, Sept. 13 @ 12 pm 
  St. John’s Church will visit the

Photo courtesy of Rowan University

 
Tuesday, September 1st 

at 7:00 pm  
in the Parish House 

Please join us! STUDY
CHOIR REHEARSAL 

Resumes on Thursday 
September 10th at 7:00 pm! 

All are welcome to join!

COMMUNITY LUNCHEON 

Saturday, September 12th  
at 11:30 in the Ed. Building. 

All are welcome!

PUTTING WITH THE PASTOR 
at Big Swing in Washington Township 
September 11th  •  6 PM  (rain date 9/25)

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

RALLY DAY WILL BE  
ON SEPTEMBER 13TH













ST. JOHN’S 25TH ANNUAL  
CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT 

Saturday, September 19th   •   White Oaks Country Club 

Proceeds to Benefit John’s Monthly Community Outreach Luncheons 

For more information, please contact Joe Antonelli at  
609-579-4207 or email to 33miracle@comcast.net

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.    September 20, 2026

Please help us . . .  

Donate Shelf Stable Milk for  
Our Lady of Peace Food Bank. 
Donations in the form of cash or check will also be welcome.

Holy Communion Lutheran Church of Berlin Baby Pantry need: 

BABY DIAPERS 
(especially larger sizes) 

Collection is in the Narthex. 

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1002 S. Main Street Williamstown, NJ 08094 

Pastor:  The Rev. Tammy Harmer 
Phone Number:  1-856-875-8742     •     Email:  stjohnslutheran1002@yahoo.com 

Website:  www.stjohnselc1002.org

GRIEF  
GATHERING

Wednesday,  
September 16th 

7:00 pm  

Parish House Tea Room 

All Are Welcome!


